
2 Peter 1:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that

ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Analysis

For if  these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall

neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Peter shifts from listing virtues to explaining their effects. "If these things be in

you"  (tauta  hyparchonta  hymin,  ταῦτα  ὑπάρχοντα  ὑμῖν)  assumes  the  virtues'

presence;  "and  abound"  (kai  pleonazonta,  καὶ  πλεονάζοντα,  present  participle)

indicates increasing, multiplying growth. Christian maturity isn't static possession

but dynamic expansion of Christlikeness.

These  virtues  prevent  believers  from being "barren"  (argous,  ἀργούς,  "idle"  or

"ineffective")  or  "unfruitful"  (akarpous,  ἀκάρπους,  "without  fruit").  The  double

negative emphasizes productivity—authentic Christianity produces visible results

in character and conduct. Significantly, this fruitfulness occurs "in the knowledge

of our Lord Jesus Christ"  (eis  tēn tou kyriou hēmōn Iēsou Christou epignōsin).

Growing knowledge of Christ and growing virtue are inseparable; neither proceeds

without the other.

This  verse  demolishes  the  false  dichotomy between  knowing  Christ  and  moral

transformation.  Genuine  knowledge  of  Christ  (epignōsis—deep,  relational

knowledge) necessarily produces fruit; fruitlessness exposes deficient knowledge,

regardless  of  claimed  spiritual  experiences  or  doctrinal  correctness.  The  false

teachers  Peter  opposes  demonstrate  this—claiming  knowledge  while  living
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corruptly (2:20-22). True epignōsis of Christ transforms behavior because knowing

the holy, loving Savior conforms us to His image.

Historical Context

In  Greco-Roman  agricultural  society,  fruitfulness  was  an  obvious  metaphor  for

productivity and success. Barren trees or vines were useless, consuming resources

without return. Jesus used similar imagery (Matt 7:16-20; John 15:1-8), as did Paul

(Gal 5:22-23). Against this background, Peter's emphasis on fruitfulness counters

both  sterile  intellectualism  (knowledge  without  virtue)  and  mindless  activism

(activity without grounding in knowing Christ).

Early  Gnostic  teaching  often  severed  knowledge  from  ethics,  claiming  that

enlightened souls transcended moral categories. Some Gnostics practiced extreme

asceticism;  others  indulged  in  libertinism,  arguing  that  bodily  actions  couldn't

affect  spiritual  status.  Peter  insists  that  genuine knowledge of  Christ  produces

moral  fruitfulness.  This  also  addresses  Jewish-Christian  debates  about  the

relationship  between faith  and works.  Peter's  formulation unites  them:  faith  in

Christ produces knowledge of Christ, which yields virtuous fruit. James's assertion

that  faith  without  works  is  dead  (Jas  2:17)  parallels  Peter's  teaching  that

knowledge without fruitfulness is spurious.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

How do you measure spiritual growth—by knowledge accumulation,

emotional experiences, or fruit-bearing transformation?

What areas of barrenness in your Christian life might indicate deficient

knowledge of Christ requiring renewed focus?

1. 

2. 

2



How can churches better integrate doctrinal teaching with practical

discipleship to ensure fruitfulness?

Interlinear Text

ταῦτα
if these things

G5023

γὰρ
For
G1063

ὑμῖν
in you
G5213

ὑπάρχοντα
be

G5225

καὶ
and
G2532

πλεονάζοντα
abound
G4121

οὐκ
you that ye shall neither

G3756

ἀργοὺς
be barren

G692

οὐδὲ
nor
G3761

ἀκάρπους
unfruitful

G175

καθίστησιν
they make

G2525

εἰς
in

G1519

τὴν
G3588

τοῦ
G3588

κυρίου
Lord
G2962

ἡμῶν
of our
G2257

Ἰησοῦ
Jesus
G2424

Χριστοῦ
Christ
G5547

ἐπίγνωσιν·
the knowledge

G1922

Additional Cross-References

John 15:2 (Parallel theme):  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh

away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth

more fruit.

Colossians 3:16 (References Christ): Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in

all  wisdom;  teaching  and  admonishing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and

spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Titus 3:14 (Parallel theme):  And let our's also learn to maintain good works for

necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful.

Hebrews 6:12 (Parallel theme): That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who

through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Philippians 1:9 (Parallel theme):  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet

more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;

2 Peter 1:2 (References Jesus): Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through

the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3. 
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1 Corinthians 15:58 (References Lord):  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye

stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye

know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

Philemon  1:6 (References  Jesus):  That  the  communication  of  thy  faith  may

become effectual  by the acknowledging of  every good thing which is  in you in

Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 13:5 (References Jesus): Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the

faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is

in you, except ye be reprobates?

1  Thessalonians  4:1 (References  Jesus):  Furthermore  then  we  beseech  you,

brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye

ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.
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